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Robert Brossard Landry was born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana on December 1, 1909. 
He graduated from Jesuit High School in 

1927 and attended Tulane University the year fol-
lowing. In 1928 he entered the United States Mil-
itary Academy and was appointed a Second Lieu-
tenant in the United States Army on graduation 
in June 1932.

Initially assigned to the Infantry, he entered fly-
ing training after two years of duty as a Company 
Commander and received his pilot rating at Kelly 
Field, Texas in February 1935. Transferred to the 
Air Corps, his first flying assignment after serving 
as a flying instructor at Kelly Field for six months 
was with the 16th Pursuit Group at Albrook Field, 
Canal Zone.

After two years in the Canal Zone, General Landry 
returned to the United States and was assigned to 
the 20th Pursuit Group at Barksdale Field, Louisi-
ana until 1940. He went to Hawaii to become an 
Operations Officer and flying aide under Major 
General Frederick L. Martin, Commanding Gen-
eral of the Hawaiian Air Force, holding these two 
posts until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
December 7, 1941. He then was made Executive 
Officer of the Hawaiian Interceptor Command in 
Honolulu.

General Landry was transferred to England in ear-
ly 1942 during the build-up days of the Eight Air 
Force for the air offensive against Germany. Here 
he served successively as Chief of Combat Oper-
ations of the 8th Fighter Command; Command-
ing Officer of the 56th Fighter Group; Director of 
Fighters, Eighth Air Force; Executive Officer, 93rd 
Combat Wing (H); and Commanding Officer, 
493rd Bomb Group, Heavy. Following the Ger-
man surrender in May 1945, he became Director 
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of Operations, Air Staff, SHAEF at Frankfurt, 
Germany.

In December 1945 General Landry was reas-
signed to the United States for duties in Washing-
ton, D.C. as a member of the Joint Army-Navy 
Operations Review Board for the study of World 
War II operation, and as an instructor in Strategic 
Air Operations on the first National War College 
staff at Ft. McNair. Two years later, on August 1, 
1947, he was named Executive Officer to the Chief 
of Staff, Headquarters, United States Air Force.

From February 1948 to February 1953, General 
Landry served as the first Air Force Aide to the 
President of the United States and in this capacity 
represented the Air Force in the White House and 
served as an informal consultant to the President 
on Air Force matters.

Following duty with the President, General 
Landry was assigned as Deputy Commander of 
the Second Air Force, Strategic Air Command, at 
Barksdale Air Force Base until February 1, 1955, 
when he assumed command of the Fourth Air 
Force at Hamilton Air Force Base, California until 
July 1957.

He then served as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Personnel, Headquarters, United States Air 
Force from July 1957 to June 1960. His last assign-
ment was Commander, Sacramento Air Materiel 
Area, from June 1960 to June 1962 when he re-
tired with 30 years of service.

Rated a Command Pilot, General Landry ac-
quired over 7500 flying hours in jet and conven-
tional aircraft. During his World War II service in 
the European theater he flew a total of 32 combat 
missions in P-47 fighters and B-17 bombers.



The son of Luke Valcour and Josephine Scharpe 
Landry of New Orleans, Louisiana, General 
Landry is a direct descendent of Pierre Joseph 
Landry, a Captain in the Louisiana Militia during 
the War of 1812.

His decorations include: Distinguished Service 
Medal - 1962; Legion of Merit - 1944; Air Medal 
with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters - 1943; French Croix de 
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Guerre - 1945; Distinguished Flying Cross with 1 
Oak Leaf Cluster- 1944; Belgian Croix de Guerre 
with Palm - 1947; Order of the Crown of Bel-
gium with rank of Commander-1948; Order of 
Orange-Nassau with Swords of the Netherlands; 
Presidential Medal of Merit of Nicaragua; Bernar-
do O’Higgins Medal of Merit of Chile; and Aldon 
Calderon Medal of Merit of Ecuador.



The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit 
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to 
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young 
people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in 
the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon 
Foundation works closely with USAFA.


